BORDER   WARFARE.                       427

So the alarm was given and help came." The new
Pasha of Scutari fled to the gates of Spuz, and the tide
of invasion was driven back. The Grand Vizier pre-
pared to avenge the defeat of his lieutenant in person ;
but the dangers which threatened the Turkish Empire
from Ibrahim Pasha in Syria were so pressing that
the expedition was postponed. Hostilities broke out
again three years later, when a band of Montene-
grins surprised the fortress of Spuz, then in the
possession of the Turks, and the tribe of Koutchi,
which had just joined the principality, seized Zabljak,.
the old Montenegrin capital. But Peter II., who had
by that time acquired extraordinary authority over
his subjects, ordered the evacuation of this place. A
paean of triumph had risen from the Black Mountain
at its capture, but the Vladika, with the true instinct
of a statesman, judged that a good understanding
with the Turks was worth more to his 'country than
the possession of a town which was difficult to defend.
His people reluctantly obeyed his commands; Zabljak
was restored, and an " eternal" peace was concluded
with the Turks. But border raids soon commenced
between the tribes on either side. The two govern-
ments, unable to stop this tribal warfare, agreed to
close their eyes to the delinquencies of their respec-
tive subjects. It is only quite recently that the
shooting of a few Albanians or Montenegrins on the
frontier has come to be regarded as an international
incident, to be settled by special commissioners. But
half a century ago righting was the sole occupation
of the mountaineers, and, rather than allow them to
quarrel among themselves, Peter, however unwillingly.